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It is important to make time
for uninterrupted play and to sit
and watch and learn from what
children do

SUE GASCOYNE

32 Teach Nursery



learning &

development

Natural alternatives

ﬁ

WHY NOT CONSIDER PUTTING THE
FOLLOWING IN YOUR TREASURE
BASKET...

M Small cardboard box, mini board book
M Teaspoon, wooden spoon

M Pastry brush, shaving brush, mini bottle
brush, nail brush

Il Wooden eggcup, napkin ring, pegs,
juicer, coaster

Il Metal tin, thick length of chain,
measuring spoons/bowl, coaster, whisk
M Mini glass jam jar, mini-flower pot

M Pine cone, stone, shell, dried whole
orange, wicker ball, Loofah, large cork
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OBSERVATION 1 - CHILD AGED 8 MONTHS

OBSERVATION 2 - CHILD AGED 2 YEARS, 1 MONTH

OBSERVATION 3 - CHILD 2 (3 YEARS 2 MONTHS), CHILD 3 (4 YEARS 9 MONTHS)

chain between a tin and

bowl; or older children ‘cooking up’
fabulous meals. Interestingly, research found
that children generally seem to have a
preference for metal objects — maybe
because of their coldness, shininess, or
noise-making potential?

Making your

own baskets

If you haven’t yet seen children’s responses
to this amazingly flexible resource, then now
could be the time to start your own treasure
basket collection. Pick a sturdy basket, ideally
round and measuring 10” — 14” diameter, but
more importantly deep enough (4” — 5”)

AND CHILD L (4 YEARS 9 MONTHS)

so that you can’t
see all the treasures in one go.

Fill with objects perfect for small hands (see
'Favourite things') so the basket is brimming
full of enticing treasures. Ideally avoid actual
toys and plastic as children encounter these
enough elsewhere and their absence makes
the basket all the more special. Safety is
obviously key — items with handles should be
no longer than 10” long; check for small or
loose parts that may cause a choking hazard;
and avoid painted wood — but ultimately we
want to create a resource that stimulates the
senses not something sterile or boring. Once
you've gathered together the objects, clear
away other toys and put the treasure basket
on the floor, possibly on a cosy mat to ‘zone’
the space. The only ‘rules’ for free play with a
treasure basket are:

Il Babies and young children freely play with
the treasure basket

W Adult supervision is needed

W There are no right or wrong ways of playing

It is important to make time for
uninterrupted play and to sit and watch and
learn from what children do, as this an ideal
opportunity for observing children’s
developmental milestones, schemas
(repeated patterns of behaviour), preferences
and interests. This is one type of play where
we don't ask questions, offer particular
objects or commentate on play: “oh you've
picked up the red tin”. Instead, as with the
muddy puddle, enjoy watching children show

you what they are

interested in. Marvel at their

concentration, focus, determination and

the wonder of their creative minds. Offer the
basket at different times and take it indoors
and out to see if children respond differently,
play with different items, or use the objects
together for more sophisticated types of play.
This child-led play doesn’t mean the EYFS
goes out the window. Far from it. As the
typical observations in 'Feeling the way' (see
above) reveal, meaningful curriculum outputs
are commonplace.

Sue Gascoyne, Nursery World Trainer of
the Year 2009 is also Managing Director
of Play to Z Ltd, producers of multi-
award winning playful learning resources
and training.

findoutmore

Check out the next issue of Teach
Nursery to find out how you can
use Stage 2, the most Creative
§t_age, and Stage 3 - an adult-
Initiated phase of the Sensory

Play Continuum - to further

develop, Support and extend

children’s play with treasure
baskets.
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