
W
riting is not an end in itself,
but a means to an end. This
vital point is being ignored in
many schools where
children are being forced to

learn at ever younger ages, purely for the sake
of passing a test. No wonder they don’t opt to
write when given a choice of what to do.
Children at Carterhatch Infant School, on the
other hand, write for various reasons: to
remember what to buy at the shop or put in
the cake; to create a wonderful story that will be
read to the class or send messages to their
friends; to ask the site staff to do a job or the
headteacher for a new resource, the list goes
on and on. In fact, there are always children
writing in our nursery and Reception classes.  
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outstanding progress in their writing without us
ever telling them to write. I repeat: we never tell
the children to write; we wait for the moment
when they’re interested and then we pounce!
When a child is motivated to do something,
that is the moment when support and teaching
will be most powerful.  

We use ‘story scribing’, an approach I first
heard about from Vivien Gussin Paley.
Whenever the staff feel it is appropriate, they
will offer to scribe a story for a child. Quite often
it is just a drawing that will be the initial stimulus
for a story – a butterfly, a princess, a monster or
a robot that sparks the imagination. As the child
speaks and the adult writes, it is important for
the former to watch, and for the adult to write
exactly what the child says (even if it is
grammatically incorrect). In this way, even the
youngest children learn that their spoken
words can be transferred onto paper. They also
see how writing is formed and what it looks like.  

New staff have the following prompt sheet to
help them support the children appropriately
during the story scribing process: 

n Sit beside the child (if you are right-handed,
put the child on your left).
n Make sure the child watches you write (the
paper should be in front of the child, if
possible). Write exactly what the child says.
n Use your knowledge of each child to decide
which teaching is appropriate.
n Say the words as you write them.
n Sometimes stop and read what you have
written, then let the child carry on.
n Sound out some words as you write them.
n Point out spaces, capitals and full stops, etc.

Resources to support ‘writing’ are in all areas,
including clipboards, which allow the children to
take paper and pens to any areas they wish.
We don’t have ‘writing areas’ because young
children do not see writing as something
separate to their normal activity – it is just
another part of their play. However, the
resources are always to hand, clearly labelled,
well stocked and offered alongside a wide
variety of mark-making implements, paper,
notebooks and card.  

Story scribing 
Writing, writing, writing – every setting is
worried about progress in writing. However, in
the early years at Carterhatch, we have
demonstrated that children can make
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n Exaggerate some letter formation.
n Ask the child to sound out some words 
for you.
n Ask the child to write a few letters – or
words – as appropriate to the individual child.
n Use terms such as ‘characters’, ‘author’, etc. 
n The story is the important part, so keep the
momentum; the teaching should not slow
down the scribing too much.

For some children, it will be appropriate to
suggest that they add their name at the end of
the story. Over the course of a year, there might
be a few children in the nursery who are able
and keen to write a few other letters or words
within their story. Later, in Reception, the adults
will offer the child the pen so that they can write
a few of the sounds, words and eventually
phrases that they are capable of. Thus it
becomes a shared writing process.      

At the end of a session (morning or
afternoon), any scribed stories are shown to the
group and an adult selects some children to act
as the characters in the story. Then the story is
read aloud and the children ‘act’ the story.
When this activity is first introduced, and the
children see a story being acted out, many
more of them will be keen to write a story the
next day.    

Recording stories
The stories are kept in the children’s folders and
become a record of their language
development, their story-writing development,
their imagination, sometimes their
understanding of the world (depending on the
content of the story), their pencil control (if there
is a picture or if they have added their name)
and, in Reception, a record of their phonics and
writing development.

The following stories, and many others,
appear in one nursery child’s folder (all the
writing in these stories was done by an adult):

November: “I am butterfly. I fly. I go home.”

The end.

January: “I am a butterfly and I always fly. I fly

to little Africa and you have to play there. And

then we finished. We go back to our home.”

The end.

March: “One day there was a little, little butterfly.

He fly to little toy’s house. Then he hop in the

car and drive away to Africa. When he is finished

in Africa he fly back home. Then there were two

little fairies. They find a flying pony and fly all the

way to the moon. Then when it’s finished they

fly back home.” The end.

May: “One night a flying boat with magic

sleeped and woke up, had lunch. He went in the

forest. Then he fly into the down, down, down,

down and goes deeped where the forest is. He

found the very mean dragon and killed it, he
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was evil. He used the magical thing to kill it. And

he fly back home and had the milk.” The end.

July: “There was a big, big tiger. He was friendly

and there was a friendly bat and a friendly bear.

They found some friends to play with. They

flied through the forest and to the moon. They

lived there. Then they found a rainbow and flied

to the end of it and found a treasure and went

back home.” The end.

In the Reception folders, the progress is
dramatic too. The series of photos pictured
here shows a few of the stories from Joey’s
folder. In the first, a few sounds have been
written by the child, in the next a few words,
and in the next a few phrases. By the end of
the year, Joey was writing the complete stories
himself. This evidence is replicated in many
Reception folders and it was one of the main
things that impressed our Ofsted inspectors. 

Our Reception children have 10- or 15-minute
phonic sessions each day – short, intense
teaching sessions – giving them the phonic
knowledge that they can then apply as they
choose. Remember, if you are going to try
story scribing, the acting out of the stories is the
most important thing for the children; it is this
part of the process that will engage and inspire
other children to want to write.

With the top-down pressure in schools, it’s
easy to become anxious and try to ‘force’
writing, but experience has shown that the wait
is worthwhile. Story scribing is a fantastic way
to motivate children to want to write. It is also a
great way to teach them about the process of
writing well before they may be physically able
to do any writing themselves. Starting formal
teaching of writing at an earlier age does not
lead to higher academic attainment at a later
age. Indeed, putting pressure on young
children before they are developmentally ready
and before they are interested can have the
opposite effect, putting them off literacy
activities for life. We aim to do the reverse – the
children become so fascinated and excited
about what can be achieved by writing that
they are nagging us to have a go!

Anna Ephgrave is assistant
headteacher for early years at
Carterhatch Infant School,
graded as ‘outstanding’ in
November 2013. She is author ofThe Reception Year in Action and
also works as an independent
consultant with her colleague
Ruth Moore at Freedom To
Learn Network Ltd. Visit
freedomtolearn.co.uk
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We never tell the children to write; we wait
for the moment when they’re interested and
then we pounce!

STORY 1: NOVEMBER

STORY 2: DECEMBER

STORY 3: JANUARY

STORY 4: MARCH

STORY 5: JUNE

Anna Ephgraveqx_Layout 1  26/09/2014  11:37  Page 3


	018
	019


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (ColorMatch RGB)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Sheetfed Coated v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 600
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 600
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /PDFX1a:2003
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create PDF documents with higher image resolution for high quality pre-press printing. The PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Reader 5.0 and later. These settings require font embedding.)
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice




